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" Broken Window(s) " – Matthew Daher
Ted Crosby, tenor sax
Originally inspired by the difficulties presented by one’s temporal frame of
reference in attempting to perceive changes and processes occurring within and
without oneself, this piece gradually becomes about nothing of the sort. It is hence,
a sort of work in progress born of a concept that presents difficulties for one who’d
attempt to do it justice in the temporal frame that tonight’s performance deadline
allows for.

Bio: Matthew Daher (Detroit, MI, USA) is a drummer and composer in his final
semester at McGill University’s Schulich School of Music. He enjoys recursive
logic, non-sensical vocalizations, and any dish containing coconut milk.

" Tetraktys of the Decad " – Brenna Langille
Mark Dimitroff, clarinet in Bb; Kate Schoepfin, bass clarinet in Bb
“Tetraktys of the Decad” is the second in a series of duets for two similar
instruments or voice-types, each based on a different piece of writing by a different
author. This piece, however, is based a series of writings written by the Pythagorean
brotherhood and accounts of this brotherhood by other ancient greek music
theorists.
Pythagoras and the Pythagorean brotherhood were most generally speaking
mathematicians, although not all mathematicians were Pythagorean. Their beliefs
went beyond the mere interest in numbers and musical ratios, to the orderly
construction of the universe by a divine "harmony" all of which is constructed by
numbers. Their view of numbers was probably as religious as it was a science and
their elitist traditions and purifying practices would most likely categorize them as a
cult.
The brotherhood, and even Pythagoras himself, are considered responsible for
discovering the intervallic ratios (2:1-octave, 3:2-fifth, and 4:3-fourth). These ratios
were particular to Pythagorean beliefs because they formed tetraktys. Represented
by a triangle, tetraktys is the natural sequence of numbers up to four (1, 2, 3, 4) that
add up to 10; the number they believed to be the principle of all things.



Bio: On the 18th of July 1849, the German music theorist Hugo Riemann was born.
Exactly 160 years later, to the day, in a small, unimportant, town on the side of a
tree-covered, normal looking, mountain somewhere in the middle of nowhere New
Hampshire-- Which isn't a very well known state in the USA-- A child by the name
of Brenna Langille was born. The daughter of a painter and a software engineer,
Brenna was encouraged to use  computers and artistic creativity from an early age,
however, she spent most of her time drawing triangles and playing sports. Her
interest in music did not occur until her mid-teens when she randomly decided to
replace all her science and math courses with playing saxophone in her high
school's concert band and jazz band (not that she ever really cared much for science
and math anyway). Not very skilled at reading music, to put it lightly, Brenna
started composing at the age of 16 in order to improve her music reading skills (or
lack thereof). Now, at the tender age of 21, she is in her third year of completing a
bachelor of music degree in composition and honours in music theory at McGill
University’s Schulich School of Music. She is currently studying under Chris Paul
Harman for composition, and Peter Freeman for classical saxophone.

"F1" – Marie-Claude Codsi
Zoe Robertson , alto saxophone
“F1” is a mixed piece for electronics and alto saxophone. All the sounds used in the
electronics were recorded from the saxophone and then modified to suit the
character of the piece. The concept of this composition revolves around formula 1
and the Doppler effect. This piece features six short motives that are repeated in the
electronics and imitated by the saxophone. This composition reproduces what
happens when a listener or a viewer is confronted with the same images and sounds
over a certain length of time.

Bio: Marie-Claude Codsi is a Montreal-based composer who is interested in film
music. She is now doing her undergraduate degree in composition at McGill
University’s Schulich School of Music under the supervision of Melissa Hui.
Currently, Marie-Claude is working on 5:00, a film from a student in Film
Production at Concordia University. Next up is a score for the guitar ensemble of
McGill University sponsored by the Composer-in-Residence program.



"Étude de spectre" – Dominique Lafortune
Francis Leduc-Bélanger, trumpet
“Étude de spectre” was at first neither a study, nor was it about spectrum:  it was
only designed so that the electronics would provide timbral and gestural space in
which the trumpet would travel – with this space getting narrower in timbral
richness and the dynamic range of the trumpet also being limited to a certain range.
The “spectre”, which was in the piece from the beginning, but not a very important
point at that stage, became more important when the form of the piece grew slightly
programmatic, with the sound spectrum as a central idea. The trumpet sound,
constrained by electronics making for a narrower and narrower range, eventually
breaks apart, to be limited to white sounds and key clicks, and later comes together
again, in a hybrid – rather misshaped – form of the trumpet sound.

Bio: Dominique Lafortune was born in Longueuil, Québec, July 19th 1989, second
of three kids. His parents, both non-professional musicians, both work in the
education sector. Dominique, as a kid, played a little violin and sang in the choir of
the parish of Saint-Césaire, his hometown, and ceased playing music a few years
after until he began to learn piano and trumpet at the age of 12. At 17, he pursued
his studies in music (piano) at l'École de Musique Vincent d'Indy in Montreal,
while also attending cinema and multimedia classes at Collège Jean-de-Brébeuf. He
is now in second-year composition at McGill University’s Schulich School of
Music studying with  M. Denys Bouliane.


