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MUMT-615 Research Guide
How to find research literature

Find Books:


Search the Library catalogue (MUSE)

Searching the library catalogue will find books, journal titles, CDs, electronic documents but not necessarily their contents. You cannot find journal articles in the catalogue.


Keywords ( Relevant records ( Subject headings

Start with keywords that describe your topic, find some relevant records, and examine the subject headings. Use the subject headings to revise your search. Subject headings will help you to find items related to your original search.

Find Journal Articles and Conference Proceedings:


Search Periodical Databases

Much of the Music Technology literature exists in article format. This is a common trait of the literature of the sciences, where new developments and cutting-edge knowledge are highly valued. It is also indicative of the relative youth of Music Technology as a discipline. Therefore, you must know how to find and acquire periodical literature.

Because Music Technology straddles two major disciplines, engineering and music, you must search in the several periodical databases to complete a thorough literature search. Below are only three of the most relevant to study of gesture analysis and digital music instrument design.

Music

RILM

Engineering

Compendex

Inspec

Need some more database suggestions?

Librarians create subject guides to direct clients to relevant, high quality information resources. For your research, the Schulich Library of Science and Engineering Subject Guides are probably the best place to start: http://www.mcgill.ca/schulich/guides/subject/ece/ 
What if there’s no full text link?

Many articles and conference proceedings, especially in the sciences, are available through online subscriptions, even if there’s no direct link from the database you’re searching. Google won’t find them, but the McGill Library will! 


Click the SFX (Find It @ McGill) button.

Check the Library catalogue (MUSE) for the JOURNAL or CONFERENCE TITLE, not the article title. 

Check with a librarian.

Check CISTI Source
CISTI Source

User name: fgh19607

Password: mhbkzdpy

McGill Library provides access to CISTI Source, the document ordering service of the Canada Institute for Scientific and Technical Information. CISTI Source allows McGill students and faculty to order articles that are not available at McGill and receive them in a timely manner. 

Visit http://source.cisti.nrc.ca/ and enter your departmental User name and Password. Search for the journal/conference/series title that contains your article, then click on “tables of contents.” If your article is available via CISTI Source, the document order form will appear directly below the article citation. You need only fill in the Client Name field with your name and email address before submitting the order. If the table of contents is not available for your title, go to account and proceed with “Order documents using blank forms.”
If your article is available from CISTI, it will be emailed to the Music Library CISTI representative, Melanie Preuss, within 24 hours. She will provide you with a print copy of the article. If CISTI cannot provide the article, it will attempt to obtain your request from the British Lending Library. Materials from the British Lending Library will take a few more days to arrive. 
Interlibrary Loan (ILL)

If CISTI cannot locate an article for you, you must request an interlibrary loan. This process can take 2-3 weeks, so order any materials you need (books, journal articles, conference papers, etc.) well in advance of any due dates.

Music Technology students, as members of the Music Faculty, must submit their ILL requests to the Central ILL Unit in the Humanities and Social Sciences Library (McLennan):

Visit http://www.mcgill.ca/library/using/otherloans/ill/ for online request forms (book and articles) and for more information.

When filling out the forms, provide as much information as possible. All graduate students seeking journal articles or conference papers must indicate in the final comments box that CISTI Source was unable to provide the requested item.
Library Privileges for Visiting Scholars

The McGill Library is open to all public users. Visiting researchers may apply for undergraduate borrowing privileges and remote access to the Library’s online resources during their stay.


Borrowing privileges

To obtain temporary borrowing privileges, visiting scholars must present a letter from their McGill supervisor to the Loans/Reserves desk of the Humanities and Social Sciences Library (McLennan). This letter should state the visiting scholar’s name and status, McGill departmental affiliation, and length of stay at McGill.

Remote access to McGill Library databases

To gain remote access to McGill Library databases, visiting students and their supervisors must complete an “Application/Renewal for a central service/email account” form (http://upload.mcgill.ca/ncs/dastempform.pdf) with slight modifications:

· At the top of the form write “Access Account Only”

· If you do not have a McGill ID number, write “Visiting Student”

· In “McGill FOAPAL” write “VPN Account only”

· Fax the form to Joan Brown at 398-6876
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